The Use of Students as Surrogates: The Ethical, Legal and Professional Issues of Student-Student Practical Learning in Dental Education.
For generations, dental students have been introduced to, and practised, clinical skills through the use of their fellow classmates as surrogate patients. These skills include verbal and communication skills such as the taking of medical and social histories, and practical skills such as the administration of local anaesthetic by injection. Largely such practices within dental education have been accepted through convention. This article aims to consider the use of students in dental education as surrogate patients and questions whether such practices may create issues relating to consent, coercion and confidentiality. Also examined within this article is whether practical surrogacy may lead to the introduction and development of unprofessional behaviours.